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President’s Message:
This newsletter highlights some of the things Millennia considers important,
like safety and archaeological awareness training. Also, via our new blog, we
are making an effort to give back to the wider community some of what we
are learning about the ancient past.

Morley Eldridge, President

Mission Statement

SAFETY FIRST! Millennia is committed to safety and makes every effort to ensure

Millennia Research Ltd. is
committed to providing high
quality services and products
in the areas of Archaeological Inventory Assessments,
Archaeological
Overview
Assessments, culturally modified tree and wet site studies, curriculum development
and implementation, and
public education. We seek
to provide our employees
with continuing training,
professional
development,
and employment opportunities in a safe, flexible, edifying
work environment.

that our staff is well prepared for any potential risks to safety they may encounter.
Recently, all Millennia employees on site during the Prince Rupert Harbor project were
required to take the eRailSafe course and were responsible for wearing full PPE on site.
Thank you to the Prince Rupert’s TRICORP for helping fund new personal safety gear for
our Junior Archaeologists from Lax Kw’alaams and Metlakatla!

To accomplish these objectives, Millennia Research
Limited seeks to provide
challenging opportunities for
employees to learn new
skills and refine existing abilities, to develop long-term
working relationships with
clients and First Nations, to
provide opportunities for
meaningful First Nation participation in archaeological
projects, to generate products which contribute to our
understanding of the past,
and to share this information
as freely as possible with
concerned individuals and
organizations.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL AWARENESS
On the Northwest Coast we are surrounded by an amazing natural environment, but also a cultural environment that is often hidden underneath our feet.
Archaeological considerations are part of development project management,
much like environmental matters are.
The ARCHAEOLOGICAL AWARENESS TRAINING PROGRAM is a
short presentation Millennia gives to workers on development and construction
sites and is designed to:





Teach non-archaeologists to recognize common archaeological material.
Midden, petroforms, cairns, earthworks, cultural depressions, burials,
artifact scatters, wet site deposits, CMTs and post contact sites and artifacts are all covered; and
Inform them what to do when archaeological remains are suspected

All projects in British Columbia involving precontact archaeology are done in
collaboration with First Nations groups and it is important to respect archaeologi- Obsidian point flint knapped by our
resident lithic expert Roger Eldridge.
cal material and follow protocols when it is encountered.

Millennia Research Profiles:

We would like to recognize a valued member of our team!

Sarah Kessick, MSc
has been with Millennia since April 2012. Sarah has
worked as an archaeologist since 2000, a career
which has taken her to the UK, Italy, Alaska, Alberta
and British Columbia. She received her master’s degree in archaeological computing from The University of Southampton, and her expertise in GIS has
made her an indispensable addition to our team. Although she is currently focusing on archaeological
computing, Sarah has been busy in the field. You
may have seen Sarah recently working on our projects in the Williston Lake Reservoir and the Prince
Rupert Harbor.

PAGE

2

PRINCE RUPERT UNILATERALLY BARBED HARPOON POINTS
The photo to the
left shows the unilaterally barbed
harpoon points
with drilled line
perforations collected from the
Prince Rupert Harbour sites of
GbTo-13 and 54.

Prince Rupert Harbour

photos by Andrew Eckert

This style of harpoon point is large enough to
hunt sea mammals. Likely, the size of the hole
(which would take the retrieving line) can be
correlated with the size of animal being
hunted. The six examples on the right are
amazingly consistent, all about 3-4 mm diameter. This would seem to be a pretty small line;
would it even hold something as big as a seal?
Maybe they were for slightly smaller animals
such as river otter or sea otter, or even beaver. The larger two at left have broken on the
shoulder; both have been converted to a ‘line
guard’ and the edge re-ground to make a quick
repair. The drilled line perforations on all
these appear to be consistently off centered.
Could this be a coincidence, or is it functional?

Millennia Blog
If you enjoyed learning about unilaterally barbed
harpoon points, then visit our website BLOG at:

www.millennia-research.com





Stacked Box Hearths in 3D
The Prince Rupert Harpoon Series
Right Handed Hammerstone in 3D
“Foam Finger” Awls

The combination of Andrew Eckert’s (Millennia)
artifact photos, Gordon Dudoward’s (Lax Kw’alaams) 3D artifact scans, photogrammetry, and an
exciting new excavation techniques makes for a
unique multimedia blog.

Innovations in Archaeological Technologies: Prince Rupert Harbour

Looking for more information?

Please contact us at:
admin@millennia-research.com

510 Alpha Street, Victoria
BC, V8Z 1B2
Phone: (250) 360-0919
Fax: (250) 360-0975
www.millennia-research.com

MILLENNIA
R E S E A R C H
IS ON FACEBOOK

The Prince Rupert CN mitigative excavation project formed a new methodological and technological
paradigm for archaeological excavation. The main underlying concept beneath this new paradigm was
that of “unit-less” archaeology. To this end, a system was designed to be able to quickly and efficiently
perform a 100% excavation of a large archaeological site (in fact, two sites) while retaining or improving
on the quality and amount of data collected as compared to traditional excavation techniques. This system, technologically, consisted of robotic total stations
for recording of spatial data in 3 dimensions and in real-world geographic coordinates; tablet computers with forms for
collection of attribute data about the
excavated materials and features; barcode scanners; and a suite of software
products for collecting, compiling, analysing, and storing the data gathered. This
software included an online forms service, which provided the ability to update
forms on the fly, as well as making all
submitted forms available immediately to
field and office staff, and selected data available to First Nations stakeholders. In addition, the data submitted from the field was compiled into a relational database (MS Access), and then linked, via the unique
identifier barcode, to the spatial data. The spatial data collected by the total stations was imported into
a GIS (ESRI ArcGIS) and then analyzed and viewed both in 2D and 3D.
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